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            Amelia Island Bed & Breakfast Association Announces the 

             15th Annual Christmas Tour of Bed & Breakfast Inns 

                                                           And Hometown Holiday Celebration


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - The 15th Annual Amelia Island Christmas Tour of Bed & Breakfast Inns and Hometown Holiday Celebration will be held December 8th through December 10th, 2006 in Historic Fernandina Beach, Amelia Island, Florida.  Join the island’s innkeepers in welcoming the holiday season with a weekend of festivities that celebrate the holiday spirit unique to the small town of Historic Fernandina Beach.  The highlight of the weekend’s celebration will be the Amelia Island Christmas Tour of Bed & Breakfast Inns showcasing the entire collection of the Victorian seaside town’s inns.  Amelia Island’s Grand Dames will open their doors Saturday and Sunday from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. for a rare glimpse into their treasure-filled interiors, all of them dressed in their full holiday regalia.

A progressive tasting will treat guests to scrumptious tid-bits at each of the featured inns, compliments of several popular island restaurants.  Local musicians will entertain guests with holiday tunes along the way.  An array of activities, from holiday choirs to ghost storytellers, will be on hand as patrons stroll from inn to inn on their self-guided holiday tour.  An old-fashioned street trolley will shuttle tour guests from historic downtown to the nearby beach for a tour of the oceanside bed and breakfast. 

New to this year’s tour will be the many Hometown Holiday Stops. St. Michael’s Academy, a magnificent three-story elementary school built in 1881, will open its doors to tour guests for the first time. Guests will have the rare opportunity to climb the spiral staircase to the rooftop cupola for a bird’s-eye-view of the town. A number of private historical residences will also invite guests in for a sneak peek. Downtown’s Victorian-era county courthouse, post office and Federal courtroom will also be included on the tour.

A yuletide competition will invite patrons to vote on their favorite trimmed Christmas tree decorated by the town’s youth groups. Trees will be displayed throughout the tour. The winning team will be treated to an ice cream social hosted by Cold Stone Creamery, one of Amelia Island’s favorite ice cream eateries.

Another of the many new offerings for this year’s celebration invites a private party or small group of 8 or 14 to step back in time and experience the downtown portion of the tour while being chauffeured in a nostalgic horse-drawn carriage-the perfect indulgence for a small group holiday party, a girlfriends’ getaway from the holiday bustle, or a special holiday proposal…perhaps one of the marrying kind. 

Friday night will kick-off with the Old Fashioned Christmas Party, a V.I.P. patron’s party hosted by the Amelia Island Museum of History.  An open house and holiday reception will invite a select few to toast the arrival of the weekend at the Victorian-era Bailey House.  Not normally open to the public, this private home will showcase a collection of Christmas trees decorated by local professional designers.  Poinsettia Champagne cocktails and hors d’oeuvres will be served.  Advance tickets are required. A weekend B & B tour ticket is included in the price.

The Amelia Island Christmas Tour of Bed & Breakfast Inns and Hometown Holiday Celebration will donate 10% of ticket sales to Project Preservation Amelia, a new charity inaugurated by the Amelia Island Bed & Breakfast Association. The charity supports not only the historical building preservation, but awareness and celebration of the people and lifestyles that have historically defined the community, believing this unique Florida island - rich with more than 4000 years of history - is defined by more than physical buildings. This year’s foundational donation will go to support the works of the Amelia Island Museum of History.

~more~

Other weekend Hometown Holiday Celebration events include the Friday night museum-guided Ghost Tour and Holiday Luminary Tour along with downtown Historic Fernandina Beach Christmas shopping festivities. Saturday’s events include the morning’s downtown Farmer’s Market and special Paws Pet Parade.  Evening events feature a Holiday Luminary Tour and the Annual Centre Street Holiday Light Parade with over 40 entries (and perhaps a visit from the big man himself).   On display throughout the weekend at the harborside Hampton Inn & Suites, is the 80 Glorious Years of Queen Elizabeth II Exhibition, showcasing a collection of authentic regalia and antique memorabilia of Queen Elizabeth II, including a life-size replica of the crown jewels. As an added benefit, tour guests receive complimentary entrance with their tour ticket, a $10 value. The historic district will also be aglow with street-lined luminaries and trees adorned with holiday glitter lights. The Fernandina City Marina will shine with its own inimitable holiday spirit with decorated boats sporting twinkle lights and distinctive ornamentations only a seafaring captain could muster.

Tickets for the Amelia Island Christmas Tour of Bed & Breakfast Inns are $20 per adult, entitling each patron to a one time entrance to each inn on either day of the tour. For tickets and lodging information for the Amelia Island Christmas Tour of Bed & Breakfast Inns visit www.ameliaislandinns.com. Advance reservations recommended. Lodging space is limited. Tickets will be on sale after November 1 at Amelia Island’s Harris Teeter and Publix groceries, as well as the Amelia Island, Fernandina Beach, Yulee Chamber of Commerce.

The Old Fashioned Christmas Party, V.I.P. patron’s tickets include entrance to the V.I.P. kick-off reception and entrance to the B & B’s tour for both Saturday and Sunday. Tickets are priced at $50 per person.  V.I.P. tickets are limited. Please contact the Amelia Island Museum of History at (904)261.7378 for additional information. Tickets are on sale at same ticket outlets as tour tickets. 

Amelia Island B&B Carriage Tour tickets are $50 per adult with a minimum of 8 or 14 persons per group or $400 and $700 respectively for private parties.  Only one carriage tour will be offered each day of the tour.  Please contact 1.904.556.2662 for more information and reservations. 

Child-care services will be offered for the first time for tour guests from 2 p.m. until 6 p.m. both Saturday and Sunday through St. Michael’s Catholic Church Youth Group. Space is limited. Please contact the church at (904) 261.3472 for cost and reservations.

For information and prices on all other Hometown Holiday Celebration events please visit the Amelia Island, Fernandina Beach, Yulee Chamber of Commerce website at www.islandchamber.com or dial (904)261.3248.


Historic Fernandina Beach is located on Amelia Island, a sea island just off the coast of Northeast Florida, south of the Georgia border. It is the only community in the U.S. to have experienced life under eight different flags dating back to 1562.  Downtown Historic Fernandina Beach is a 55 square block Victorian seaport town listed on the U.S. National Registry of Historic Places.  It touts 25+ restaurants, over 60 specialty shops, a 100 slip boat marina, including dozens of shrimp boats, and 13 miles of pristine beaches and saltwater marshes.


The Amelia Island Bed & Breakfast Association is comprised of the island’s seven inns:  The Addison on Amelia, Amelia Island Williams House, Ash Street Inn, Elizabeth Pointe Lodge, Fairbanks House, Florida House Inn and the Hoyt House. The innkeepers are a group committed to preserving and celebrating the unique lifestyle of Historic Fernandina Beach, Amelia Island, its landmark buildings, coastal environment, and its people.  As it was with generations past, the traditions of gracious hospitality, fine lodging and neighborly kindheartedness still prevail. For additional information, we invite you to visit www.ameliaislandinns.com.
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